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HAPPY SEPTEMBER!
Our 2021-22 4-H year is coming to a close, with our next season starting 
up again in mid-September! It’s been a fantastic year, with hundreds of 
youth participating in a variety of clubs and other program activities. Youth 
raised livestock, explored animal science, discovered ocean ecosystems, 
dissected owl pellets, learned to identify reptiles and amphibians, cleaned 
up the forest, planted sugar maples, raised chicks, built catapults, and 
ventured to MSU’s campus for Exploration Days! And believe it or not, 
that’s only a small sampling of what youth and volunteers were up to this 
past year. Looking ahead to the new season, we collectively hope to get 
our 4-H Shooting Sports program up and running, grow our goat club, host 
Halloween and other holiday events, engage further with schools and 
community partners, and offer even more unique clubs and programs! 

As amazing as this all sounds – we truly couldn’t do what we do without 
our volunteers. A HUGE thank you goes out to each and every 4-H 
volunteer for their hard work, dedication, and passion to engage the youth 
in this community! Without further ado, enjoy the newsletter!

Sincerely, 

Enya deFeijter
4-H Program Coordinator

TABLE OF CONTENTS (click to be taken to the page!)

OGEMAW COUNTY

Enya deFeijter

4-H Program Coordinator

defeijte@msu.edu

Cell: 517-881-1660

Colleen VanGoethem

MSU Extension Support Staff

MSUE.Ogemaw@msu.edu 

Phone: 989-345-0692

(989) 345 - 0692

msue.ogemaw@msu.edu

https://www.canr.msu.edu/ogemaw/4-h/

✓ COUNTY Calendar of Events

✓ Fun with 4-H Information Session

✓ COUNTY 4-H News

✓ Volunteer with 4-H

✓ STATEWIDE Calendar of Events

✓ Upcoming Opportunities

✓ STATEWIDE News

✓ MI Diaries Youth Intern Opportunity

✓ At-Home Activities

SEPTEMBER 2022

Page 1

mailto:msue.ogemaw@county.msu.edu
https://www.canr.msu.edu/ogemaw/4-h/


COUNTY CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Page 4

OGEMAW COUNTY 4-H TABLE AT PARENT MEETING NIGHT

SEPT 7 | 6:30P | ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC SCHOOL

Ogemaw County 4-H Program Coordinator, Enya, will have a table at St. Joe’s parent 

meeting on September 7th! Stop by the table while you’re at the meeting to learn about 

4-H and get your questions answered. 

4-H ONLINE ENROLLMENT SYSTEM OPENS FOR THE 2022-23 SEASON

SEPT 12 | 4-H ONLINE

In preparation for the 2022-23 4-H season, the 4-H Online system will be unavailable 

from noon on August 31st until September 12th. On September 12th, 4-H Online will 

open for members to begin enrolling in the 2022-23 program year.

OGEMAW COUNTY 4-H INFO SESSION

SEPT 12 | 3P – 5P | WEST BRANCH PUBLIC LIBRARY

Join 4-H Program Coordinator, Enya, at the library for an info session about 4-H in 

Ogemaw County! This will be an informal opportunity to come and learn about 4-H 

and get your questions answered. There will be info about how to enroll, the different 

topic areas available, and volunteer opportunities with the program!

AUTUMN ANIMAL ADVENTURES

SEPT 19 | 3:30P – 4:30P | WEST BRANCH PUBLIC LIBRARY

Join 4-H Program Coordinator, Enya, at the library for “Autumn Animal Adventures”! 

Learn about the ways that animals change their behavior as the seasons change, how 

to identify some common animal tracks, and finish off with a hands-on craft & activity!

MINI BLUEBERRY 
PIES

1/4 cup of sugar
3 tsp cornstarch

1/8 tsp salt
1/4 cup cold water

5 cups fresh blueberries
1 tbsp butter

1 tbsp lemon juice
1 package refrigerated

pie crust

DIRECTIONS: 
1. Preheat oven to 425°F. 
2. Combine sugar, 

cornstarch, salt and 
water in a saucepan 
over medium heat.

3. Stir until smooth.
4. Add 3 cups of 

blueberries and bring 
to a boil. Stir until thick 
and bubbly. Remove 
from heat. 

5. Add butter, lemon juice 
and the remaining two 
cups of blueberries. Stir 
until butter is melted. 

6. Place pieces of pie shell 
into cupcake pan. 

7. Put 1/3 cup of filling 
into each pie shell.

8. Place in oven for 25-30 
minutes. 

SERVINGS: 8 
PREPARATION TIME: 60 

MINUTES 
COOK TIME: 25-30 

MINUTES

Submitted By: Cady and Madison, 
16, Avoyelles Parish, Louisiana. 

Avoyelles Parish Jr. Leaders
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COUNTY 4-H NEWS
CONGRATULATIONS 2022 OGEMAW COUNTY FAIR EXHIBITORS

A huge congratulations to all the youth who exhibited at 
the 2022 Ogemaw County Fair! I was fortunate enough to 
be able to pop in and watch many of the livestock shows, 
and it was amazing to see the hard work these youth 
have put in throughout the year culminating in the 
pavilions and on the show tables! I also want to commend 
parents and 4-H volunteers for the leadership and 
dedication they have put into these youth, encouraging 
them every step of the way. You may not hear it often 
enough but THANK YOU for all that you do! I saw many 
of the older kids helping out the younger ones in the 
barns, and it was a heartwarming thing to witness. I’m so 
proud of all of you!

VOLUNTEER WITH OGEMAW COUNTY 4-H
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Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world; indeed, it’s the only 

thing that ever has.”  – Margaret Mead

Our 2021-22 4-H year is coming to a close, with our next season starting up again in mid-September! It’s 

been a fantastic year, with hundreds of youth participating in a variety of clubs and other program activities. 

Youth raised livestock, explored animal science, discovered ocean ecosystems, dissected owl pellets, 

learned to identify reptiles and amphibians, cleaned up the forest, planted sugar maples, raised chicks, built 

catapults, and ventured to MSU’s campus for Exploration Days! And believe it or not, that’s only a small 

sampling of what youth and volunteers were up to this past year. Looking ahead to the new season, we 

collectively hope to get our 4-H Shooting Sports program up and running, grow our goat club, host Halloween 

and other holiday events, engage further with schools and community partners, and offer even more unique 

clubs and programs! Join us at the West Branch District Library on September 12th from 3p-5p to learn more 

about 4-H and get help with enrollment. 

As amazing as this all sounds – we truly couldn’t do what we do without our volunteers. A HUGE thank you 

goes out to each and every 4-H volunteer for their hard work, dedication, and passion to engage the youth in 

this community! We continue to grow and engage, and we need YOUR help to do so!! Did you know that 

being a 4-H volunteer can range from a one-time activity to a year-long club, and just about everything in 

between? Learn more on the next page!
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https://msu.samaritan.com/custom/502/volunteer_home


STATEWIDE CALENDAR OF EVENTS
September 7 : Welcome Back MSU 4-H Alumni Reception
Justin S. Morrill Hall of Agriculture, MSU Campus, East Lansing , MI
Join MSU Extension for the fifth annual Welcome Back MSU 4-H Alumni 
Reception. If you are a current or former 4-H’er attending MSU this fall, stop 
by the grassy area north of the Justin S. Morrill Hall of Agriculture from 5:30 -
7:00 p.m. for networking and free dinner! Members of the MSU Extension staff 
will be on site to interact with 4-H alums and free pizza and pop will be 
provided. Come to meet fellow 4-H’ers, network with staff and students and 
have fun.
https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/msu-welcome-week-4-h-alumni-reception

October 1-6 : National 4-H Dairy Conference
Madison, Wisconsin
World Dairy Expo is the place where the dairy industry meets. Much in the 
same vein, the National 4-H Dairy Conference is the place where leading dairy 
youth from across North America can come to interact with one another and 
build industry bridges that will last well into the future.
https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/national-4-h-dairy-conference

October 5-16 : Fall TSC Paper Clover Promotion
Various Locations
Support 4-H youth from Oct. 5-16, 2022 by purchasing a paper clover 
both online or in Tractor Supply Co. (TSC) stores for just $1!
https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/tractor-supply-co-paper-clover-campaign

October 7 : Michigan 4-H Foundation Annual Membership Meeting
East Lansing, MI
Michigan 4-H Foundation members are invited to attend and vote on all items 
at the meeting. Members are individuals or organizations that donated $25 or 
more to Michigan 
4-H in the past year. Agenda items include: 2022 president’s report, audited 
financial statement report, trustee elections, and recognition of major donors 
to Michigan 4-H within the past year.
https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/michigan-4-h-foundation-annual-
membership-meeting

Nominate an 
extraordinary 4-H 

alum today!

Nomination deadline: 
Oct. 1, 2022

Nominations are now open 
for the 4-H Emerald Clover 
Society – Michigan’s 4-H 
hall of fame! Anyone may 
nominate an extraordinary 
Michigan 4-H alum for this 
recognition.

The 4-H Emerald Clover 
Society honors Michigan 
4-H alumni who have had 
significant Michigan 4-H 
involvement as a youth 
and who have made 
significant contributions to 
their local, state and 
national communities.

Nominees must be living 
and must have been a 
Michigan 4-H member for 
three or more years.

For details and the 
online nomination 
form, visit http://mi4hfdtn.o
rg/4-h-emerald-awards/4-
h-emerald-clover-society/

https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/msu-welcome-week-4-h-alumni-reception
https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/national-4-h-dairy-conference
https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/tractor-supply-co-paper-clover-campaign
https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/michigan-4-h-foundation-annual-membership-meeting
http://mi4hfdtn.org/4-h-emerald-awards/4-h-emerald-clover-society/
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https://events.anr.msu.edu/event.cfm?eventID=C0CD734BAA6F8D766EC85F3DEEBB979768BA9B81A69C58F5BC8BEA076D595932
https://4-h.org/about/4-h-at-home/pollinators/?utm_campaign=4HatHome&utm_source=4htoday&utm_medium=email&utm_content=20210506&utm_term=&utm_variation=&_cldee=c292YXJlYmVAbXN1LmVkdQ%3d%3d&recipientid=contact-412f7ba808ebe911910a001dd8b71c7f-d6e250ad97c04de5
https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/msu-welcome-week-4-h-alumni-reception


STATEWIDE CALENDAR OF EVENTS

https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/adult101fall22
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScr0EGYFX_Lj_xMtjZGppiKTbhIdejZ1O3Cv84wsj4F7BEGKQ/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1&flr=0


STATEWIDE 4-H NEWS
National 4-H Week: October 2-8, 2022
For over 100 years, 4-H has inspired families, shaped 
careers, and impacted communities. From October 2-8, we 
will celebrate the impact of 4-H during National 4-H Week. 
Here are some ways you can celebrate 4-H!

Wear Your 4-H Gear — Nothing says 4-H pride like a 4-H tee! 
Dress yourself (or the entire family – pets included!) in 4-H 
green and clover gear.

Shout-Out a 4-H’er — Recognize the hard work and 
dedication of 4-H’ers by shouting out one youth or an entire 
club on social media, in a local newspaper or other media.

Storefront Displays/Information Booths — In some 
communities, you can ask local businesses to display 4-H 
posters, flyers, showcase the work of 4-H'ers, or host a table 
to share information about your local 4-H program. Stores 
may also be willing to dedicate their entire storefront to 4-H 
signs, memorabilia, and décor for the week.

Become a 4-H Volunteer —If you are a 4-H alum, you 
might be looking for ways to reconnect with 4-H. Consider 
giving your time to a local 4-H club by becoming a volunteer.

Share Your 4-H Story — Take to social media to share a 4-H 
memory, express how 4-H shaped who you are 
today, describe what 4-H means to you, post an old 4-H 
photo, or shout-out your 4-H club. 

Have a 4-H Reunion — 4-H alumni often credit 4-H for 
the connections they’ve made, remembering the friends 
they made and those who they may still keep in touch with 
today. Gather your old 4-H friends and spend some time 
together reminiscing on your 4-H experience or recreate 
a 4-H project together!

Send a 4-H ‘Thank You’ — We all have a reason to thank 
our local 4-H staff, leaders and supporters. To show 
your appreciation, send a handwritten ‘thank you’ note to 
someone who has supported youth and made a difference.

Give Back — Local programs are always looking 
for resources to continue growing 4-H for the future. Help 
programs thrive by making a donation that can help support 
your county 4-H program.

Adapted from: https://4-h.org/about/blog/10-ways-to-
celebrate-national-4-h-week/

4-H is a learn-by-doing, educational, fun program for young 
people ages five to nineteen. Through involvement with caring 
adult volunteers, 4-H members gain meaningful experiences 
that contribute to their development and personal growth. The 
value of the experiences depends largely on the relationship 
built between and among the members and adults. 
Active participation in a 4-H club supports young people to 
develop life skills and assets.

A model 4-H club includes the following:

• At least five youth members from two or more families.

• One or more registered adult volunteers (who has 

completed the Volunteer Selection Process and became a 

Gold Status Volunteer).

• Decision making and operation of the club is the members’ 

primary responsibility.

• Six or more club meetings during the 4-H year (Sept. 1 to 

Aug. 31).

• Participation in learning experiences outside the local club

• Involvement in the community at large with service-

learning activities.

• Evaluation and recognition of progress on individual and 

group goals.

• Fundraising should be done for the good of the total group 

and must be consistent with the Michigan 4-H Treasurer’s 

Record Book; raising funds should not be the main 

focus of group activities.

Adapted from: https://www.canr.msu.edu/news/tips_for_a_successful_4-

h_club_part_2.

Tips for a successful 4-H club

https://msu.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_29KBt1PZPMq50G1
https://4-h.org/alumni/join-alumni-community/
https://mi4hfdtn.org/countymatch/
https://4-h.org/about/blog/10-ways-to-celebrate-national-4-h-week/
https://www.canr.msu.edu/news/tips_for_a_successful_4-h_club_part_2
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WELCOME… FUTURE GARDENING PROGRAM: COMING 
SOON!

Stay tuned as we work on developing a gardening program for Ogemaw 
County! We have a new volunteer coming on board, Ray, who is a certified 
Master Gardener and wants to share that expertise with others! Focusing 
on topics like native plant species, pollinators and pollination, wildlife 
gardening, invasive species, and sustainable agricultural practices, we are 
hoping to have a club coming next season! Youth will learn from a 
passionate and experienced volunteer, with the potential for community 
members to serve as guest speakers on various topics.

Please join me in welcoming Ray to the team! 

WE WANT YOU TO VOLUNTEER!
As you may know, we can’t do the work we do without the efforts, time, 
and dedication of our volunteers. When I began in this role last fall, my 
goal was to bring unique, new, and engaging programs to youth in our 
community through SPIN clubs, workshops, and community programs. 
I’ve been hard at work offering community programming and clubs, as well 
as working with schools and community partners to offer programs in 
classrooms and summer camps. But I don’t want to stop there!

In order to offer even more programming, and expand the opportunities 
available to youth in the county, I need the help of YOU! Caring, dedicated 
community members willing to donate their time, and their passion, to 
engaging youth in Ogemaw County.

If you would like to learn more about the opportunities available. Please 
contact me!

4-H Online Rollover will 
occur on August 31st, 2022

There will be a brief
SHUTDOWN to the 4-H Online 

enrollment system from 
September 1st – September 

12th for system updates.

4-H Online will be turned back 
on September 12th for 
members to begin re-

enrollment.

2022-23 4-H 
SEASON

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!
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